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Calling On 
The Name Of The Lord 

“Whoever calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved” (Ro.10:13) 
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The Abuse of Luke 18:13 Corrected 
Ø Parable to “some who trusted in themselves 

that they were righteous and despised 
others” (v.9) 

Ä The point of the prayer is recognition of the 
need of forgiveness - not how alien sinner is 
to be saved 

Examining Some “Proof” Texts For The Sinner’s Prayer 

The Abuse of Luke 18:13 Corrected 
Ø The tax collector was under the Law of 

Moses 
Ä Already in a covenant relationship with God 

(1Jo.1:7,9) 
Ä Don’t have the totality of his obedience 

recorded (Le.4:27,28,35) 
Ä We are not under the same law (Co.2:14) 

Examining Some “Proof” Texts For The Sinner’s Prayer 

The Abuse of John 1:12 Corrected 
Ø To them (as many as received Him) 
Ø He gave the right to become children of God 
Ø To those who:  1) Believe in His name 

   2) Were born… of God 

ü Born of God = Born again -of water and the Spirit  (Jo.3:3-5) 
ü Born of the Spirit = Begotten or born through the Word (Js.

1:18) (1Pe.1:22-23) 
ü Born of Water =  Water Baptism in His name (Ac.10:47) 

Ä Newness of life (Ro.6:4) - Made sons of God (Ga.3:26-27) 

Examining Some “Proof” Texts For The Sinner’s Prayer 

Sons of God - (Gal.3:26-27) 

Ø You Are: 
Ä sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus 

Ø For = Because: 
  (gar: properly assigning a reason) 

Ø You… Were: 
Ä baptized into Christ 

Examining Some “Proof” Texts For The Sinner’s Prayer 
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Sons of God 
–  through faith 

Baptized into 
Christ 

Put on Christ 

How do we become children of God? 
(Gal.3:26-27) 

- Because - 

- Thus - 

Sons of God - (Gal.3:26-27) 
Sons of God (through faith) 

Baptized into Christ 

Put on Christ 

Therefore - 

Sons of God (through faith) 

Baptized into Christ 

Put on Christ Not 

Not 

Not 
Because 

Thus 

Because 

Thus 

The Abuse of John 1:12 Corrected 
Ø To them (as many as received Him) 
Ø He gave the right to become children of God 
Ø To those who:  1) Believe in His name 

   2) Were born… of God 

ü Born of God = Born again -of water and the Spirit  (Jo.3:3-5) 
ü Born of the Spirit = Begotten or born through the Word (Js.

1:18) (1Pe.1:22-23) 
ü Born of Water =  Water Baptism in His name (Ac.10:47) 

Ä Newness of life (Ro.6:4) - Made sons of God (Ga.3:26-27) 

Examining Some “Proof” Texts For The Sinner’s Prayer 

The Abuse of John 1:12 Corrected 
Ø To them (as many as received Him) 
Ø He gave the right to become children of God 
Ø To those who:  1) Believe in His name 

   2) Were born… of God 

ü Born of God = Born again -of water and the Spirit  (Jo.3:3-5) 
ü Born of the Spirit = Begotten or born through the Word (Js.

1:18) (1Pe.1:22-23) 
ü Born of Water =  Water Baptism in His name (Ac.10:47) 

Ä Newness of life (Ro.6:4) - Made sons of God (Ga.3:26-27) 

Examining Some “Proof” Texts For The Sinner’s Prayer 

(Baptized) 

The Abuse of Rev.3:20 Corrected 
Ø These words are addressed to the church 

�  (Re.1:11) (Re.3:14, 22) 

Ø The church is the body of the saved (Ac.2:47)(Ep.5:23) 
Ø Christians are not the subject of our query 

�  We are considering the salvation of one outside Christ 
�  Christians can repent and confess their sins to be forgiven 

Ä (Ac.8:22) (1Jo.1:9) (Re.3:19)  
Ä They are already in a relationship with Christ which affords this blessing 
Ä They have already “called on the name of the Lord” (Ac.2:21) 

Ø This passage does not pertain to initial salvation 

Examining Some “Proof” Texts For The Sinner’s Prayer Calling On The Name Of The Lord 

What Does It Really Mean? 
Ø The admonition: (Ps.145:18) 

– “The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all 
who call upon Him in truth” 
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Calling On The Name Of The Lord 

What Does It Really Mean? 
“Calling On The Name Of The Lord” 

Ø epikaleo (epikaleo): to call upon, to invoke; to call 
upon for one’s self, in one’s behalf: any one as a 
helper, i. e. to appeal to one, make appeal unto. (Thayer 
#1941) 
Ä (Ac.2:21) (Ac.25:11,12,21,25) (Ac.26:32) (Ac.28:19) 

Ø To invoke, or appeal to God’s authority, 
seeking His blessings - namely, the forgiveness 
of sins. 

Calling On The Name Of The Lord 

Revealed in what the Romans had done 
What had the Romans done? 

Ø Repented - “died to sin” (Ro.6:2,11-13) 
Ø Baptized - “buried” & “raised” (vv.4-5) 

What did Paul call this? 
Ø “Obeyed … that form of doctrine” (Ro.6:17) 

Ä The “doctrine” - death, burial, resurrection (1Co.15:1-4) 
Ä The “form” - death, burial, resurrection of baptism (Ro.6:2-5) 

Romans 10:13-16 
Ø Hearing, Believing, Calling on the name of the Lord = 

Obeying the gospel 

Revealed in a Parallel of Scripture 
Calling On The Name Of The Lord 

(Ro.10:13-15) 
•  Preacher 
•  Hear 
•  Believe 
•  Call - Lord 
•  Shall be 

saved 

(Mk.16:15-16) 
Preach 
Gospel 

Believes 
Baptized 
Shall be 

saved 

Calling On The Name Of The Lord 

Revealed in Paul’s Conversion 
Ø Saw a vision (Ac.9:3,12) 
Ø Heard the Lord speak directly to him (v.4) 
Ø Spoke directly to the Lord (vv.5-6) 
Ø Fasted for three days (v.9) 
Ø Prayed for three days (v.11) 

He still was not saved! (v.6) 
•  “…Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the 

city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

Calling On The Name Of The Lord 

Revealed in Paul’s Conversion 
Ø Saw a vision (Ac.9:3,12) 
Ø Heard the Lord speak directly to him (v.4) 
Ø Spoke directly to the Lord (vv.5-6) 
Ø Fasted for three days (v.9) 
Ø Prayed for three days (v.11) 

He still was not saved! (v.6) 

? “Arise and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Ac.22:16) 

Calling On The Name Of The Lord 

Revealed in Peter’s Application (Acts 2) 

Ø Peter revealed God’s promise - “that whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” (v.21) 

Ø The hearers expressed faith by their question 
Ä (v.37) “What shall we do?” 

Ø Peter did not tell them to accept Jesus into their heart 
Ø Peter did not tell them to pray for salvation 

Ø Peter told them to repent and “be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins” 
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Calling On The Name Of The Lord 

Clearly Revealed in (1Pe.3:21) 
& “baptism (… the answer of a good conscience toward God), 

(“answer” = eperoteema [eperoteema] ) 

Ø Thayer: an inquiry, a question: 2. A demand. 3. …signification of earnest 
seeking, i. e. a craving, an intense desire. 

Ø Vines: …is not, as in the KJV, an “answer”. It was used by the Greeks in a 
legal sense, as a “demand or appeal.” Baptism is therefore the ground of an 
“appeal” by a good conscience against wrong doing. 

Ø Baptism = an appeal (calling on) toward the 
authority of God (the name of the Lord) for the 
forgiveness of sins 

Baptism in the name of the Lord is: 
Ø The baptism authorized by Jesus (Mt.28:18-20) 

Ø An “appeal” by way of faithful obedience (Mk.
16:16) (Ac.2:38) (Ac.10:48) 

Ø An act of faith in the working of God - not the 
working of man (Co.2:12) 

Ø Based upon faith in the resurrection (Co.2:12) (1Pe.
3:21) (Ro.6:4-5) (Ro.10:9) 

Ø Calling upon the name of the Lord (Ac.22:16) 

Calling On The Name Of The Lord 

If you…  
Ø Prayed the sinners prayer to be saved (??) 
Ø Accepted Jesus into your heart to be saved (??) 
Ø Believed that you were saved after believing and praying (??) 

Then you…  
Ø Were not calling on the name of the Lord for forgiveness when 

you were baptized (Ps.145:18) (Ac.22:16) 
Ø Were calling on men to see “an outward sign of an inward 

grace”in you (Mt.15:9,13) 
Ø Did not have faith in the working of God to raise you from 

spiritual death in baptism (Co.2:12) (Ro.6:4-5) 

Ø Need to “arise and be baptized, and wash away 
your sins, calling on the name of the Lord”!! 

Calling On The Name Of The Lord 


