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A friend from east of the Mississippi told me about his introduction to Texas chili. "My mother made 
vegetable soup, sprinkled a little commercial seasoning on it, and called it 'chili.' For years I thought I 
was fond of chili, and had eaten a lot of it. What a shock to learn I had never tasted the genuine article." 

For a while after the experience he probably couldn't taste anything else. Many underprivileged 
Americans, living in less favored parts of our country, do not know that "chilies" are red-hot peppers; 
"con carne" says "with meat;" and "y frijoles" means beans have been added. It is supposed to sear your 
lips, melt your fillings, and raise steam in your stomach. 

Of course Texans have their failings too (wash my mouth with soap). A ranching friend told of trav-
eling through Tennessee, and ordering ham and eggs for breakfast. Said the ham was firm, very salty, 
and "had some sort of greasy, red-brown gravy we were told to put over our biscuits." The truth is (says 
this Kentuckian) my friend had never tasted real ham with it red-eye gravy. He thought that water-cured 
rubber he had been eating was ham. In such cases, what you don't know may not hurt you, but it certain-
ly can deprive you. 

Perhaps all of us go through life with some unfounded assumptions. We may think we dislike a thing 
we have never really tried; or approve of something that has been falsely represented to us. And we can 
become so accustomed to imitations we may lack appreciation for the real thing. The moderns who 
equate "live-in" and sex promiscuity with freedom and happiness are to be pitied. They ridicule and shun 
"old-fashioned" virtues of marriage because they do not know the rich taste of the genuine article. 

In religion it is especially important that we search the scriptures for unadulterated truth. Sectarian-
ism, materialism, and out-right hypocrisy have caused many to think they have partaken of Christianity 
and disliked it; when in reality they have never tasted the real thing. Rejecting the imitation is only part 
of the job. We must not "cop out" at this point. Unless we strive for the genuine, we can never know its 
eternal blessing.Ω 

Special Classes and/or Meetings This Week 

Drill Class @ 5:30 pm  
    

Group 2 will meet tonight  
immediately after services. 

Important Information 

Our gospel meeting with Jim Deason will be 
here soon. Begin (if you haven’t already) mak-
ing preparations to be here each night and in-

vite others to come with you. 

 

Be Praying For 
Gwnette Berry        Byars Family 

Katie Cotton Linda Helton 

Rebecca Oglesby 

One Another 
Help in helping others 

Giving thanks for the help we receive 
 

“praying always with all prayer and supplica-
tion in the Spirit, being watchful to this end 

with all perseverance and supplication for all 
the saints”— Ephesians 6:18 

 

Contact Information 

850-327-3010 
850-324-5692 

oakgrovechurch@live.com 
b.sullivan@live.com 

Introduction 
"Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15). 
Here, Paul tells Timothy how im-
portant it is to study God's word. 
This leads to an understanding of 
what God wants from us so we can 
be approved in his sight. The fol-
lowing is a list of rules that should 
be followed when studying the Bible 
so that we can divide the word of 
truth correctly. 

1. Be objective -- seek the truth. 
If we read the bible with precon-
ceived ideas, or with the purpose 
of proving our own beliefs, we 
will not find the truth. Paul warns 
us of the consequences of not 
seeking the truth: 
"And with all unrighteous decep-
tion among those who perish, 
because they did not receive the 
love of the truth, that they might 
be saved. And for this reason 
God will send them strong delu-
sion, that they should believe the 
lie, that they all may be con-
demned who did not believe the 
truth but had pleasure in unright-
eousness" (2 Thessalonians 2:10-
12). The purpose of our study, 
therefore, must be to seek the 
truth. 

2. Reach a conclusion only after you 
have studied what the entire Bible 
says about the subject. Much error 
has been taught concerning salva-
tion because people have failed to 
follow this rule. For instance, 
some read what the Bible says 
about faith and conclude that man 
is saved by faith only. If they 
would examine all the Bible says 
about salvation they would find 
that it takes more than faith alone. 
(Read Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, 1 
Peter 3:21, Acts 22:16.) 

3. Rightly divide the Bible. The law 
of Moses is not binding on us to-
day (Colossians 2:14), therefore, 
do not look in the law of Moses 
for the plan of salvation or for our 
responsibility in this age. If you 
want to know what to do to be 
saved, read the book of Acts. If 
you want to know how to live, 
read the epistles. If you want to 
establish faith, read the gospels. 

4. Determine who is speaking. In-
spired men wrote the Bible, but 
they sometimes quoted uninspired 
men. For example, Luke quotes 
Gamaliel's advice to the Sanhed-
rin: "And now I say to you, Keep 
away from these men and let them 
alone; for if this plan or this work 
is of men, it will come to nothing; 
but if it is of God, you cannot over-

8 Rules For Bible Study 
Written by R.C. Archer 
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Scripture for the week 

Be diligent to present 
yourself approved to God, 

a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, right-

ly dividing the word of 
truth. But shun profane 
and idle babblings, for 

they will increase to more 
ungodliness. 

. - 2 Timothy 2:15-16 

Daily Bible Reading 

Sunday:     2 Samuel 6-8 

 Monday:   2 Samuel 9-12 

Tuesday:    2 Samuel 13-14 

Wednesday:  2Samuel 15-16 

Thursday:  2 Samuel 17-18 

Friday:        2 Samuel 19-20 

Saturday:   2 Samuel 21-22 

Schedule of Services 

Sundays 

Bible Class: 10:00 AM   
Worship:     10:50 PM 
   6:00 PM 

Wednesdays 

Bible Class:  7:00 PM 
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throw it lest you even be found to fight against 
God" (Acts 5:38-39). Some have erroneously 
concluded from Gamaliel's statement that we 
should not fight error. But, since Luke only 
quoted this uninspired advice, it is not to be our 
practice. An inspired man, Jude, instructs us to 
"contend earnestly for the faith" (Jude 3). 

5. Determine to whom it is spoken. God's com-
mand to Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac on 
an altar (Genesis 22:2) is obviously not binding 
upon us today. Let us make sure that God is 
talking to us. 

6. Interpret each passage in the light of its context. 
For example, in 1 Corinthians 7:7, Paul says, 
"For I would that all men are even as my-
self" (i.e. unmarried). Does Paul command that 
we should be unmarried? A reading of the sur-
rounding verses explains why he made such a 
statement. In verse 26, he says, "I suppose 
therefore that this is good because of the pre-
sent distress." The present distress was the se-
vere persecution that existed then. So, if we just 
read the context we will avoid many misunder-
standings. 

7. Never interpret a passage so as to contradict 
another passage. For example, if we conclude 
from Romans 5:1 ("Therefore, having been jus-
tified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,") that man is saved by 
faith only, it will contradict James 2:24 ("You 
see then that a man is justified by works, and 
not by faith only"). To harmonize these passag-
es, we must conclude that man is saved by faith 
that works. If your interpretation of a passage 
contradicts another, then you know that your 
interpretation is wrong. 

8. Use standard helps in understanding the Bible. 
The following things will help:  
• A good English dictionary will help us under-
stand the meaning of words today. 
• A good Bible dictionary will help us under-
stand the meaning of Bible words. 
• A concordance is helpful in looking up pas-
sages on the same topic. 

• Another translation will help. Comparing the 
King James Version with the American Stand-
ard or the Revised Standard translation helps 
our understanding. 

Conclusion 
The Bible is the greatest book in the world. We 
can understand it. Let us begin to study it. Ω 

For Those Who  
Are Struggling 
Written by L.A. Stauffer 

In nearly 50 years of preaching I've never seen a 
time when brethren were not struggling with life 
and their relationship to God. Life is like that; it 
constantly throws challenges our way and demands 
responses. The more serious of these two is not the 
"challenges" but the "responses." 

The challenges, regardless of their character, are 
common to all. Like temptation, every man faces 
them. We all can say -- "been there, done that." 
Preachers and elders may look calm and may appear 
to escape these problems, but they've been there and 
have struggled too. 

Some Of You Are Struggling With Your Children: -
- The children are going through difficult times and 
aren't handling it well. You're sure they're not going 
to make it; that the world is going to swallow them 
up; that they're going to make costly mistakes. You 
may be right. Again -- most of us have been there, 
faced that, and it's not pleasant. In fact, it breaks 
your heart. 

Others Are Struggling With Problems At Work: -- 
We know because some of you have told us. You 
have conflicts with principles and with people. 
You've tried to work these out. You've made your 
conviction known, talked with troublemakers, and 
have seen no changes. It's not all roses in the busi-
ness world, and may of you are facing tough deci-
sions. 

Many, Of Course, Are Struggling With Marriage: -- 
I say, "of course" because all of us have been there. 
It isn't easy raising kids and handling the differences 
in a woman and man's approach to training and dis-
cipline. And understanding what a woman really 
needs often takes years of maturing. Dealing with 
these problems in love and patience and acceptable 
compromise isn't always the method young wives 
and husbands choose. 

And finally, Some Are Struggling With Health 
Problems: -- This is difficult for those who are not 
there yet to relate. Yet profound and debilitating 
diseases abound and create ongoing frustration and 
discouragement for many brethren and their fami-
lies. Some are plagued by these illnesses 24 hours a 
day and find little relief from their struggles. 

Most, if not all, of these problems are not going to 
be eliminated, but there are ways to handle them 
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spiritually by those who trust in the Lord. 

I. Prayer: -- The obvious solution to these struggles is 
to ask for God's help. Seek answers from the One who 
is infinite in wisdom, love, and power. He assures us 
of grace and mercy to help in time of need (Heb. 4:14-
16). He promises that if we ask for wisdom in faith 
that He will supply it (Jas. 1: 5-8). But, as Paul, we 
may need both wisdom and strength (2 Cor. 12:7-10). 
We would all like for God to remove our problems, 
but that is not always wise and profitable. When that 
is the case, we need "courage" and the "will" to do 
what's right regardless. In prayer we must not, by de-
manding our own way, preempt God from helping us 
in His way. 

2. Meditate: -- Meditation on God's Word is also help-
ful in times of struggles (Psa. 1:1,2). Read the Psalms. 
Hear the cries of David or other psalmists who peti-
tion God when facing enemies, when battling con-
sciences, when seeking guidance, when combating 
temptation and sin. Read Job. Fill your heart with his 
will to do what is right regardless of what life has 
dealt. Get angry as he did, challenge God as he did, 
debate your cause with friends -- whatever; but don't 
deny or forsake God; amidst it all inculcate Job's re-
solve. Read Proverbs. Search there for those gems of 
wisdom that help men cope. 

3. Assemble: -- And, of all things, brethren, don't for-
sake assembling with the church (Heb. 10:24,25). We 
know your excuses: why assemble when my heart is 
not right; why assemble when I have problems that I 
have not straightened out; why assemble when my 
mind is not on what's going on, etc. Assemble because 
it is there -- not at home, on a golf course, at a fishing 
lake but in God's presence, among His people, and in 
His service -- that you will find help. There you can 
make friends of God's children; there you can offer 
praise to God; there you can receive admonitions, 
warning, and words of encouragement; there you can 
find wisdom, strength, and resolve. 

4. Work: -- A good dose of "thinking of others" can 
work wonders in our lives. Visit someone at the hospi-
tal with a bouquet of flowers. Jot down a brief note 
and send a card to a shut-in or a sick one. Call a broth-
er or sister whom you missed and let them know you 
care. Offer to baby sit a young mother's child while 
she shops. Offer to mow the lawn for an elderly per-
son. You get the idea. It's amazing how thinking of 
others lifts our spirits and lightens our own burdens. 

Many of you don't know how "gut wrenching" your 
problems are for those of us who watch you struggle. 
We want so badly to say some magic words that take 
away your hurt. Though we can't do that, we will lis-

ten to you, empathize with you, and seek to encour-
age you to take charge of your life, face up to your 
problems, and faithfully serve God while you strug-
gle in search for answers. Ω 

Lift Up Fallen Hands 
Written by Robert Turner 

Little churches dying on the vine? That depends 
on saints in those little churches, but it is its not dic-
tated by the size of the congregation. We must not 
use small numbers as an excuse for despair or idle-
ness. 

A Kentucky church of about 50 members has pub-
lished a small, neat four-lesson correspondence 
course. They ran a 30 second commercial on radio, 
one per day, five days per week, for one month, 
varying the times of day to hit a wide audience. 
They had 100 requests for the correspondence 
study; and when they sent it out (all four in one 
mailing) they included a letter offering (1) an 8-
lesson course, or, (2) an advanced 12-lesson series, 
or, (3) an "In the Home" film presentation of God's 
saving plan. There were 49 requests for one or the 
either of these. 

The members are training to "man" the operation, a 
formidable task for so small a group, but they can 
do it. Following the Wednesday night class they 
were given bulletins and parts of a mailing list, and 
each sat down then and there to hand address them. 
There is something truly thrilling in seeing a group 
of saints working together. Such a church has al-
ready grown, even before numerical increase. 

The new program will cost $1,200.00 annually — 
about what their present bulletin printing and mail-
ing program takes, so they have decided to drop the 
bulletin mailing so they can afford the radio and 
correspondence work. It seems a wise choice. Those 
50 members, ordinary working-class people, give 
over $600.00 per week now to further the Lord's 
work. Their capability will expand with prayerful, 
thoughtful use of what they now have (2 Cor. 8:15; 
9:6). 

A 500-member church in the same city has a quarter
-million-plus budget ($9.86 per person, per week, 
compared with over $12 per person for the small 
church). We can't measure one church by another (2 
Cor. 10:12), nor can we compare the dedication of 
individual hearts, but we commend the attitude of 
brethren in the small church toward God's word, 
and mankind. They remind us, anew, that God does 
not measure with man's yardstick. Ω 


